🌿 DIY Bug Repellent Salve Recipes
All non-toxic, effective, and safe for kids and adults. These salves use simple, natural ingredients like beeswax, essential oils, and plant-based carrier oils. Pour them into tins or jars and store in a cool place.
🦟 1. Classic Bug-Off Salve
Best for: All-purpose outdoor use, mosquitoes & flies
Ingredients:
1/2 cup organic olive oil (infused with dried calendula or chamomile optional)
2 tbsp beeswax pellets
15 drops citronella essential oil
10 drops eucalyptus essential oil
10 drops tea tree essential oil
10 drops lavender essential oil
5 drops lemongrass essential oil
Instructions:
Gently melt olive oil and beeswax in a double boiler.
Remove from heat, cool slightly, and stir in essential oils.
Pour into small tins or jars. Let cool completely before sealing.
🧴 2. Gentle Baby Bug Balm
Best for: Babies (6+ months), toddlers, sensitive skin
Ingredients:
1/4 cup shea butter
2 tbsp coconut oil
1 tbsp beeswax
10 drops lavender essential oil
6 drops Roman chamomile essential oil
5 drops cedarwood essential oil
Instructions:
Melt shea butter, coconut oil, and beeswax over low heat.
Let cool slightly before adding essential oils.
Stir well and pour into glass jars. Let cool until solid.
Note: Always patch test on baby’s leg before first use.
🌿 3. Herbal Infused Bug Shield Salve
Best for: Those who love plant-based remedies, ticks & gnats
Ingredients:
1/2 cup grapeseed oil (infused with dried rosemary, thyme, and mint)
2 tbsp beeswax
15 drops peppermint essential oil
10 drops rosemary essential oil
10 drops clove bud essential oil
5 drops geranium essential oil
Instructions:
Infuse the oil with dried herbs over low heat for 1–2 hours or use pre-infused oil.
Strain herbs, then combine with beeswax and melt.
Cool slightly, stir in essential oils, and pour into containers.
🪰 4. Woods & Wilds Outdoor Balm
Best for: Hiking, camping, woods; repels ticks & deer flies
Ingredients:
1/2 cup jojoba oil
2 tbsp candelilla wax (vegan alternative to beeswax)
15 drops cedarwood essential oil
10 drops patchouli essential oil
10 drops pine essential oil
5 drops lemon eucalyptus essential oil
5 drops clove oil
Instructions:
Melt jojoba oil with wax in a double boiler.
Cool slightly before adding essential oils.
Stir, pour, and store in small tins or eco-tubes.
